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PEEP ACE . 



In laying the content! of the following pages before the public, I shall 
not introduce the same with any apology to any individual living, or feel 
myself bound in any way to run with the multitude floating successfully 
and swiftly along upon the tide of popularity, for the sake of success alone. 
I am aware, in this eflbrt to lay principles before my fellow man, he who 
reads will condemn or approve according to his own views, inasmuch as 
he feels any interest on the subject, or contemplates its effect upon the 
human mind. I therefore leave every one to form his own opinion of my 
motives for publishing the same, by the principles advanced. It will be a 
hard matter to discover that popularity and interest were the only objects, 
as it is evident the opinions of men generally, are against the same, and 
only the oracles of truth, the sayings and teachings of Jesus Christ, the 
apostles' and prophets' instructions, can be found to substantiate and even 
tolerate the doctrine here advanced^ And as Christendom, in her wisdom, 
has found out a way to dispense with such holy men as apostles and 
prophets. It will be marvelous if anything consistent with their teachings 
upon the subject, should be approved by those who can do without these 
holy men ; notwithstanding other foundations hath no man laid than that 
which ii laid ; prophets an^ apostles, Jesus Christ being the chief comer 
•tone, I would therefore exhort^ as every one is more or less biased by the 
previous opinions he hai formed^ whether correct or incorrect, perbapt 



having been matured from the cradle, and become as second nature, or 
careless upon the sabject, riewing religion as a secondary object. A 
proper loTestigation of the same has never been made ; or again, possessed 
of a zeal withoot knowledge, infatoated with certain feelings not ex- 
perienced by the ancient saints, the mind is led away with imaginations, 
and prejudice blinds the soul to a realizing sense of her own immutable 
nature ; reflection is shut out, reason is degraded, and the light is only 
darkness to such ; realizing too often from the heedless expressions of my 
fellow men that such is the case. I hope every one who reads will look 
at principles, and them only, and inasmuch as they are to be found, let not 
scandal and persecution, as in the days of Jesus and his apostles, blind us 
as the Israelites were blinded, and who upon that rock were broken, and 
now still remain broken and scattered as a people. *. . 



INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 



** But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world, to confound the wise , and Go<f 
hath chosen the weak things of the world, to confound the things which are mighty.*' 

1 Corinthians, i. S7. 

The great design in view by the Author of our salvation, being 
to reform the character of man from the degradation into which 
the whole human family has been plunged through the influence 
of evil. It will be seen in the following pages, the vital effect of 
that truth with which he has designed to deliver his creatures from 
their thraldrom ; the effect of sin and error emanating from Him 
who reigns in the hearts of the children of disobedience. All 
being alike one in Christ Jesus, the same influence is felt, and the 
same reformation works by the power of the one spirit into which 
we are all baptized. Inasmuch as our bodies are the temples of 
the Holy Ghost undefiled, and we are subject to the same ; for as 
many as are led by the spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
The same mind, the same feelings, and the same object in view, 
operates upon all alike, whether in the individual fortunately cir- 
cumstanced above the gripings of want, or the man, (many of 
whom there are where I have labored ;) whose daily care is, how 
he shall obtain his daily sustenance should a few days sickness, or 
a tyrannical employer throw him upon the unprovided morrow, 
having scarcely sufficient for the present necessities, with plenty 
of employment paid for at such a rate as to require the wife to 
neglect her house and family and with him provide for the pinch- 
ing of hunger, leaving a plentiful supply of proper nourishment 
out of the question. Among both of these classes it has been the 
province of the writer to labor ; consequently can affirm as a faith- 
ful witness to the following, being sent out as a messenger of the 
redeemed, that unto all the world the truth might be made known 
before the end of this generation, in which he has declared he 
will make manifest bis judgments and designs, thus trying the 
world of mankind by the touchstone of truth before he makes bare 
his arm according to his divine word. To this end he has sent 
out his own servants invested with divine authority, as in Mark 
xvi. 15, 16, 17, 18, saying, Go ye into all the world, and preach 



the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is haptized 
shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And 
these signs shall follow them that believe ; in my name shall they 
cast out devils ; they shall speak with new tongues ; they shall 
take up serpents ; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall re- 
cover. At the same time unprovided with purse or scrip, or 
allowed to take two coats for our journey. And here I would re- 
mark, it must appear self-evident to a mind desirous of being 
endued with divine truth, that any set of men thus going forward, 
and declaring truths opposed to the general mass, cannot look for 
any dependence in man without the influence of God's spirit to 
open the hearts of the people, that his laborers may be fed and 
clothed, going forth as it were like sheep among wolves, having 
to contend with ungodly men, the prejudice of every opposite 
creed, and the popular outcry of delusion, fanaticism, false proph- 
ets, impostors, and everything calculated to insult the truth of 
Heaven, glorious and eternal in its nature. 

Again, I would say, to go forth under such circumstances, 
would be a sound reason, that the individual thus going forth must 
have a faith similar to God's ancient servants, but of which 
Christendom, as a general thing, appear quite ignorant. As there 
is nothing of this order established only among tlie Latter Day 
Saints, does it not also argue his divine calling, as it would be 
impossible, under such circumstances as surround him, he can 
have any claim upon the wicked, and at the same time compelled 
to come out in opposition against all other principles which cannot 
come under the standard of truth, as declared by him, being 
directly opposite to the general opinion ; and he, satisfied of this 
from the fact of his belief in the necessity of God making another 
revelation to man, on account of the many ways being erroneous. 
Thus he comes forth, with no other view but to bear a faithful 
message, with a full reliance on God to open the hearts of the 
people ; to administer to existing wants as he may travel from 
city to city to carry out the great purposes of Jehovah in the last 
days ; to preach the truth as it is in Christ Jesus, one Lord, one 
Faith, and one Baptism ; one Gospel, one set of Ordinance^, a 
Gospel called the wisdom and the power of God, the Counsel of 
Heaven, the Author of the same Being, one unchangeable. Eter- 
nal Being, and this plan, the result of combined perfect wisdom, 
flowing from a perfectknowledgeof circumstances wrapped up in 
the future, requiring the wisdom and knowledge and benevolence 



of a Divine Being like the God of Israel to be brought to light ; 
he knowing what would happen with his creatures, provided for 
the end. 

Thus we see the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world ; 
before earth had its basis laid, or Eden bloomed, or man was crea- 
ted to look upon the same with satisfaction. Believing and under- 
standing such a Creator's plan, he comes forth asking no apology 
for his intrusion among all the varied systems ; not seeking the 
approving smile of any, or fearing any ungodly frown, but stands 
in his place to disclose the truth, let men approve or reject, leav- 
ing the issue with themselves and the Almighty, perfectly satisfied 
lllat man's wisdom is only folly with Jehovah. Seeing he has 
created the Heavens and the Earth, and all the host of them, and 
consequently he who had knowledge to create beings capable of 
receiving light and truth from himself to carry out his purposes 
upon the earth, could not look down with pleasure, or in any way 
approve such as would take away from the beauty, harmony, or 
power of the same, or devise a plan that would change perfect 
wisdom with discrepancy ; thus giving for doctrine man's com- 
mandments, and thus impiously, though in some cases igno- 
rantly, striving to outrival Heaven, and even say they now do 
greater things by their folly than was manifest in the days of the 
apostles; while at the same time they are unable to give a reason 
for the hope that is in them, according to the principle of truth. 
Their view of the matter being applied to the number of their 
converts, whereas, Jesus was speaking of the power of faith, 
" Greater things than these shall ye do, because I go to the Father." 
I must here apologize for my digression, and carry the reader to 
the first part of my subject, viz : the effect produced upon the 
character of man. 

After a passage of twenty-three days we arrived at Liverpool, 
which took plac© August 24, 1844, after a very pleasant voyage, 
such as is seldom known in crossing the Atlantic. We had light 
winds, and mostly favorable, and but very little sickness in com- 
parison with what I have witnessed in crossing the same wide ex*^ 
pause. Upon the day after my arrival, being the Lord's Day, 
with my brethren upon the same mission, we assembled at the 
Music Hall, in Liverpool, a very spacious building, before a very 
large and respectable congregation. Here I thought I could dis- 
cover the effects of those eternal principles, which I, as one, had 
come to declare to that nation. Nor was I deceived ; for inasmuch 
as the countenance may be justly called the index of the mind, and in 
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observing, I thought I beheld that kindness and affection beaming 
in the visage of the saint which clearly portrayed to me, these 
are kindred spirits Nor was I mistaken, for no sooner was 1 
introduced, but it was soon made manifest by their actions, that 
they were living in expectation of that reward promised by Jesus, 
when he said, *' when I was an hungered, ye fed me ; naked, and 
ye clothed me ; athirst, and ye gave me drink." These seemed as 
if they could appreciate the sacrifice of home, wife, children, &c., 
and all to declare truth, and save men by declaring the same, 
being compelled to carry out the great principle of self-denial, on 
purpose to do his will. . Our covenant being by sacrifice, here I 
found myself transported from a scene of confusion on board the 
packet ship Europe, to the company of my brethren, the saints of 
the last days. 

The first invitation I received to the abode of any, to partake of 
the freewill offering to a servant of God, was to the house of one 
who had seen days of afHuence, and was then in a very comfort- 
ble way of living ; far above the mechanic or laborer, and moving 
in a circle of acquaintance that is generally distinguished by a 
loftier bearing, and a degree of pride, very unpleasant to such as 
have been living beneath the broad banner of Freedom, ajs it is 
understood Here, that professes to guarantee to every law-abiding 
son of America, or an alien living in the commonwealth an equal 
right; yet there, where it it is so hard to bow, after being cradled 
in the lap of ease, brought up under false impressions of higher 
rank, and partaking of the spirit more or less of a monarchical 
government, so unlike Christ's government or a Republic upon 
this earth, where truth finds its way to the heart, then comes the 
struggle to overcome and practice the humility of the lowly Naza- 
rine in reality. In the old gentleman I could discover a strong 
determination to become confornKible in all things to the instruc- 
tions of Heaven, and endeavor to humble himself in all things that 
he might be exalted by the God of Israel. I found him and left 
him a true saint, and may the blessing of Heaven rest upon and 
abide with him. 

There it was not my province to labor long. I was soon sent 
to a wide field of labor in the region of Lancashire, among a 
people by no means blessed with an abundance of this world's 
goods, whose customs and mode of living was distinctly different 
to anything I had ever been used to before. I had heard speak 
of poverty by some individual in America a few years since, but 
it is a word without meaning when applied to individuals here, in 
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contrast with that which constitutes poverty in England. In the 
one place it may be said, a few are deficient of the luxuries that 
are enjoyed by the general mass ; but there it is a deficiency of 
the staff of life, or perhaps of oatmeal for a day or so, upon which 
some families in a way almost subsist. I have heard an individual 
assert, upon whose veracity I can rely, that she and four small 
children had only half a pound of oatmeal left to subsist on, and 
they knew not where the next would come from. This is what 
some call happy England, but I would say, who are they, who, 
under such circumstances, can think she is generally happy. If 
there are any who can say this, it must be only certain individuals, 
perhaps the Lord's spiritual and temporal ; the lordly possessors 
of the soil who feed upon the good of the land, and whose rights 
to the same is maintained by draining the life's blood of the thou- 
sands of despised poor, they, who no blest smile rests upon but 
the smile of Heaven. Yes, upon these miserable poor, God has 
looked down in mercy, and they have the gospel preached to 
them, and upon the tablet of their hearts is engraven the beautiful 
and sublime principles of eternal truth. These, as willing as the 
widow to offer their mile, give of their great necessity, from their 
scanty means to a servant of that God in whom is their trust, 
knowing him through his grace and power. Many a time have I 
refused seeing their need, although sent forth in this way without 
purse and scrip to try the people. Many a time have I thought 
how many of such as are receiving their thousands for preaching 
the concoctions of their own brain, or others, could be influenced 
to serve the God of Heaven in his own way, to go forth as fools 
mocked by the wise and provident, a hungry stomach, an aching 
head, and oflen no where to repose but on the lap of our mother 
earth ; yet, wherever a saint could be found, this could not be 
altogether the case; they would divide their last crust, if needs 
he ; they would sit up that a servant of God might rest. " Yes,*' 
said a poor widow once, with me, " it may only be for a time, once 
or so ; you may experience it often, knowing the opposition with 
which we have to contend, and the persecuting spirit that would 
yather injure, than relieve." Among the saints of God I have 
found the milk of human kindness, flowing as it were like the life- 
hlood through their veins. In consideration of their poverty, and 
their willingness to render every assistance to comfort such as 
Heaven had thought fit to send forth in the way of truth, I thought 
within myself, what a foundation to build upon, surely these are 
$ome of the honest in he^rt, Doubtle^^ there ar^ such her^ 99 
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would compose a part of that number, such as John saw standi^ 
upon Mount Zion, when, through prophetic vision, he could see the I ^ 
seed that would serve God. Here thought I are they, who were I F 
only waiting to know the Lord'& will, and do it, only as it were, I ^ 
had been wailing the day of his power ; the clay that would lay I* 
passive in the hand of the potter, and receive the kindly touch ofl^ 
the immortal workman, calculated to form it into a glorious vessel 1 '>' 
to be fitted for the master's use. Here are they who look not at I ^ 
their own sufferings, but, like the great captain of their salvation, 
considered not the present pain, but beheld the victory in the 
distance, as if something whispered within, when our redeemer 
shall deliver, then shall the meek inherit the earth. Then will 
their kings be bound in chains, and their nobles with fetters of 
iron ; then shall the saints inherit the kingdom. These had that 
faith that would wrestle with Israel's God, and was willing to lay 
•down their life for the sake of their brethren. I baptized a goodly 
number in this region, having to go into the water sometimes 
twice a day to suit the situation of the people, being God's servant 
to do his will, not being allowed to set apart times for his purposes, 
only as directed by his spirit, with which spirit, should men as in the 
day of penticost, cry out, sirs, what shall we do to be saved? we 
^vould tell them to repent and be baptized ; and should they be 
willing, we would immediately set the time for their baptizing, 
very likely, as Peter did, that very day, instead of requiring them 
to come to an anxious seat, or wait three months on probation so 
that they might be unburthened of their sins, and after, receive 
the gift of his spirit, and rejoice in the work of God. Here I 
could behold the stately steppings of the Almighty, and feel grate- 
ful that he acknowledged his word through his weak servant, look- 
ing forward to the reward yet in the future, knowing these things 
were not an idle tale, but reality ; sometimes hearing the gratefid 
exclamations of them who had just been buried beneath the bap- 
tismal wave. At another time witnessing the manifestations of 
God to them, who, having looked for the fulfilment of his promise, 
were rejoicing in the gifts of his Holy Spirit. 

I was soon called from this region to StaflTordshire and War- 
wickshire, where many of the people received the truth gladly and 
were baptized into the kingdom, confessing their sins, and testify- 
ing of the mighty influence of truth. Many who had been living 
in outward rebellion against Jehovah, regarding not the principles 
as set forth by the various teachers of Christendom, but joining 
haads with the drunkard dnd the swearer. No sooner was truth 
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Bounded in their ears, but mark th6 chatage, rbbust and athletic 
men who would, apparently, have defied every exertion on the 
part of the moral theorist, were soon made willing in the day of 
Grods power, through the spirit's demonstration of the truth. And 
aow their home is the abode of peace and happiness, the children 
once afraid to see the father return, the terrified wife who had 
often struggled beneath the strong arm of the inebriate, now with 
their children, hail with smiles the return of the family's protector. 
Now, instead of being under the bondage of satan, he possesses 
the mild spirit of King Jesus the once lowly Nazarine. And the 
influence of that spirit breathes peace and contentment in and 
around him which the world cannot give. It rejoiced my heart to 
hear such relate their former life with sorrow, and with glistening 
eyes, tell and rejoice at the happy change ; it is a change, for the 
truth has made them free, and as the free born sons and daugh- 
ters of that God into whose kingdom they had been born, through 
obedience to the ordinances of heaven. I could feel the spirit 
bear evidence to their testimony, as they gladly bore witness of 
those things which man could not produce. It was always with a 
heavy heart I left those among whom I had been laboring, and 
with whom I had sweet counsel, and received unnumbered man*- 
ifestations of their kindness and sincerity, though they were the 
despised ; but there was another district in which my labors were 
required. 

And the next tour was through Worcester and Herefordshire ; 
there, in a cold region where the chilling influence of .tyranny and 
bigotry were united in minds cruel as the grave, Eternal Truth 
kad raised her standard, and to it the honest in heart would flock^ 
notwithstanding -every human effbr to prevent them. 

This is an agricultural country entirely, with the exception of 
some small villages, distancing about five and ten miles off, each 
other, and also two small cities, which, as a general thing, may be 
considered under the sway of the Episcopal clergy. To these 
proud and despotic rulers, whose influence amounts to law, the 
poor rustic who labors for $1,75 per week to maintain a family 
of four or six children as it may happen, must touch his hat and 
bow like a serf, as if he was a hired slave ; here I could see and 
admire the patience of the saints. Among a more oppressive class 
of tyrants I never have been, and it was plainly manifest what a 
saint will do for those inestimable and glorious principles, which, 
when brought clear before the mind in power and demonstration 
of the spirit to aa honest hearty the true and independent soul can*- 
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not resign. To show the disposition and integrity of the two, 1 
will relate a circumstance, of the truth of which I have no doubt 
from the character of the one who relates it, who I believe 
would be perfectly willing I should make use of her name, but as 
I did not think of publishing the circumstance at the time, of couise 
I did not ask her consent, without which I could not feel at liberty. 
But to the circumstance. In the ifirst place, the son of the un- 
fortunate woman had heard the doctrine of the saints, compared 
it with the scriptures, and being perfectly satisfied as to the truth 
and consistency of the same, not only heard, but was a doer of the 
word. He has a wife and three small children, the persecution 
that followed was of that nature as to deprive him of means to 
subsist, being a shoe maker and dependent upon the neighborhood 
for support. In this case his mother, who was making a very 
comfortable living by acting as governess in a public school, under 
the jurisdiction of a certain professed ambassador of the meek and 
lowly Jesus, in this hour of persecution and trial received him 
beneath her roof, who once pillowed his infant head in her bosom, 
whose life blood was the milk of her breast. She was imme- 
diately censured by the reverend gentleman for encouraging him, 
and commanded to have nothing to do with any one or anything 
belonging to Mormonism (so styled) upon pain of losing her own 
situation, which, in her years she looked upon as being next to 
death itself. However, she had drank too deeply into the sen- 
timents of her son, to be easily frightened, had not her own ma- 
ternal sympathy been sufficient; she therefore endeavored to 
reason with the reverend gentleman, and, in the first place she 
wished him sincerely to point out her error, assuring him she was 
open to conviciion and willing to be instructed according to the 
oracles of God, the scripture being the rule or test of principle, 
but to this point the reverend divine could not come, his argument 
was threats, his love persecution, and his council to throw away 
the precious truths of heaven for the bread which perisheth ; can it 
be possible this could be thb conduct of a minister of the Gospel ? 
Such he was styled, and such was his conduct ; he fulfilled his 
threat, manifesting his character in its true light. When she found 
he would not reason, but was determined, she recalled to his mind 
the number of years she had been his faithful servant, the council 
she once received of him when he professed how near she was to 
him, and the love he had for her, and could it be possible that love 
now led him to blind her reason with threats, to punish her body, 
to subjugate her judgment, to threaten her with the fear of hell 
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from that book whose blessed precepts were being trampled be 
neath his feet, while the fury of the tiger glistened in his eye, 
whose soul needed only the power of a bloody Mary to give her 
body to the faggot. She was compelled to resign her situation, 
the next thing he would not allow her to dwell in the humble 
cottage in which she had long been a resident. And as £Bir as his 
influence could affect, miserable indeed was this family situated 
for a time, but, though even now not so well off as before, yet they 
can see the hand of the Lord in it, and they rejoice that they were 
counted worthy to suffer^ and feel that the Lord has been with 
them, that his holy arm has been beneath them, and have strong 
faith that the time will come when the meek shall inherit the 
earth, and they receive their reward. But woe unto that man that 
would wickedly pervert the word of God, that would blind the 
souls of men aad for hire, cloth iniquity with a mantle, that they 
may feast upon the pleasures of sin for a season, and receive 
wages for crying peace while sudden destruction is at hand. 
These are the gentlemen who cry out delusion and false prophets 
in the last days, and because they "Cannot convince men we are 
wrong, make slander a substitute for reason, instead of showing 
their good works to cause men to glorify their God, if indeed he 
were the God of Heaven. 

We behold a people afler the similitude of those who mocked 
and crucified a Jesus, put a Stephen to death, murdered a Saul, 
and threatened to destroy M such as bore a faithful testimony 
and kept tlie sayings of Jesus. Now then, I would just ask such 
for what purpose, or to answer what end, would men come forth 
as we are sent ? In the first place our mission is to all the world, 
without pwrse and without scrip, under the idea of meeting with a 
poor people, for it is^he poor among men who are to rejoice in the 
Holy one of Israel ; we can look to nq one for pay. Says Jesus, 
" the birds of the air have nests, and the foxes have holes, but the 
son of man hath not where to lay his head. Neither is the 
servant greater than his lord, as they have served me, says he, so 
will they serve you, if they call the master of the house Belzelmb, 
what will they call them of his houshold ? " And to receive the 
epithet of Devils, and be called the servant of Satan, to leave a 
good home, wife, children, lands and every thing most dear to our 
natural afiections. 

We go forth to injure the interest of a hireling priesthood, and 
the influence we take with us is, that of a false prophet and im- 
position, in the faceof an enlightened community, to receive an ill 
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name, to b^bme abpopular, to be cotnited the offteouriftg of rthe 
earth, '<&G. O consistency, where is thy blush upon the cheek of 
duch, consMer what our message is, and if we should start ma 
delusion, think how lon^g should "we be in finding out our error. 
Our message is sal^tion to them 'that believe* -and the power is 

Promised as in the sixteenth chapter of Mark, not that the be- 
elievers once bad this power, not that the apostles once had the 
power, but th<yse ^at sow will believe and obey the gospel 
preached by us, shall receive those things. Now if our promise 
and belief was a faith that ethers had a power, we might long 
Continue in delusion, but ^en it is a principle of knowledge, bj 
bowing to a certain requisition if compli€id with, how should we 
feel if the thing was not granted by him in whose name we promise 
it ; if the sick were not healed by the power of faith, if devils 
Were net cast out, if the gill of prophecy, tongues, interpretation 
of tongues <Sz^. did not follow, I should then say^ only 'a lunatic 
would continue in the superstition. But let others de what they 
will, when I know what I know, how can 1 with a correct under- 
standing of the «ame, raise my puny arm against him who hath 
directed all things well, and will perfect that which he began in his 
own order. No I will preach this gospel while I am defended by 
the truths of heaven, t cannot consider I am in the flhase aAer the 
phantom of another man^s maginatvon. 

It is too tangible an argument for nothing, when a man leaves 
all that is near and dear to him, to *find ^very unpl^isantness in 
his pursuit for that, which only disappoints his expectations, it 
never coming to light; but Such is not the work of the laborer in 
Christ's vineyard. He confirms the word with signs following, 
and those who come to a knowledge manifest the spirit of their 
divine master, and become living witnesses of the truth, whenever 
I have found them, I have found a loving people, a people one in 
principle, and in practice. Was it my object to <ietail their suf- 
ferings only, through those who had it in their power to persecute, I 
•could relate many a tale of misery, many a noble soul isonld bear 
witness with me to the faithful rehearsal of a tale of wretchedness, 
suffered by saints for the love of truth, for which I have fomti. 
them willing to sacrifice their all, and the arm of persecution conlA 
not overthrow them, but the more powerful the opposition, the 
more they increased in numbers. Every exertion Was used on 
the part of our enemies, and plans adopted to prevent our befeg 
heard, but all to no purpose, the Lord poured out his spirit, md 
iVath became triumphant. The strong man bowed, the oppot^r 
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nviastoverthrown, aud many who camQ to hear not with aa i^teotiiQa 
to. make a deciaioD> who did not wish to resign theworld^SrvapUie^ 
confeaaed it wa9: truih ; and if they joined any se.t of people, they 
were compelled.tbrpugh the scriptiures^to acknowledge Mormonisn^ 

true^ 

Bom. i. 16. For I mm not ashamed of tM gospel, of Christy 
f^, U is, the power of God- unto salpa^ion. to every one thati hof 
lieveth^ to the Jewjirslr^ and oka to.the Greeks JS^'ii is pre3un;ied 
this pamphlet will fall into the hands of such as. have never heard 
the gospel as declared by the elders of the church of Jesqs Chxist 
of Latter Day Saints,; the writer thought it would be acceptable to 
eveiy: lover of truth to leara those immutable principles,. which, in 
the former instances, have produced such glorious results ; en- 
lightening the mind of maq with correct kjnpwledge, and bringing 
a]bout sfuch a wonderful reformation, in the character, of all who 
will come under its influence, by, obeying tho$e oj^dinances. which 
the wisdom, of God has devised to bring us into the family of 
heaven. That God wl^, \& th^. creatoor of the heavens, and the 
earth, and all the host of them^, th^ character represented in th^ 
sacred oracles of truth, being perfect in. knowledge and wisdom, 
and consequently every thing devised by him is. calculated tp 
perfectly answer his designs ; this we n^ay perfectly understand, 
if we will allow, as declared in his word, he knew the end froi9 
the beginning ; that if he designed any thing, he knew what would 
perfectly carry out that design ^ inasmpcb; as he determined th^ 
thing, its progressioa and the tiooe of ita coo^pletioB, then when 
he said, let us makte man ;. we cannot consider this the beginr 
ning, or first thought in reference to the creaUpn of man, and 
the character he should sustain, but as if the nasoe of man and 
the circumstance of it^ being previously designed to thie^ second 
person was founded. God said, ^'- let u^ n^aks man vsik our imagq, 
after our likene;s$. Genesis i^ 2&, Again we ^qd this ipdividufij 
to whom he was talking,. withoMt wli^m. wa^ not anything made 
that was made, represented aa the lamb slain from the foiMidatioj^ 
of the world, showing at once the pi^kpowl^dge of God* And 
Wfhat man. would st9;ip4 in need of to redeem him from the power 
of death, to bring him back to, a situntio^ that he may enjpy thp 
bappil^ess designed for hicp,^ 92>d be a perfect being, yet in the 
possession of a free will of his awn, which to hiring about, called 
into exercise the wisdoim ax^ power of God, and the result of 
at plan being adopted for this puppoae,^ called the gospel of Jesus 
Christ,, which is thi^ pQwer Q.f GqA. u»to sa\ya4oiH 9ad if bv^i wisdpm 
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which must arise from a perfect knowledge of the requirement of 
every proper principle constituting the moral character of God, it 
will be in harmony with every attribute of his nature, and con- 
sequently if taught by inspiration of his spirit, nothing short of a 
pure stream of revelation will bear witness to this unalterable plan, 
and show the necessity of man^s wisdom bowing to the same ; 
although he is of\en unwilling to devote himself to the task of 
investigating the subject on account of the perplexing divisions 
among men. 

But if truth be the object of the reader, the following ideas can- 
not fail to arrest the attention, and throw a flood of light into the 
readers mind, as he allows his own reason unprejudiced, to trace 
the object and the ground of theory. In the first place I would 
refer to the author of the same, as ao unchangeable, and perfectly 
wise God, who, jealous of his glory will not give it to another, and 
any thing offered on the part of man would be to depreciate 
eternal wisdom, and incur the jealous displeasure of God. There 
are now existing in Christendom, over six hundred different sects, 
and all the various teachers or preachers belonging to these, are 
called gospel preachers ; all if they were, would lay claim to bring 
forth God's wisdom in power and demonstration of the spirit. 

The gospel is frequently represented by many, as unfolded in 
the meaning of these two words, good news ; such say thousands 
of the present day is all that is meant by -the word gospel. 1 admit 
it was good news ; I must also admit, it was the wisdom and power 
of God contained in certain principles, adopted and devised m 
heaven to save mankind ; I advance there were certain principles 
brought forward in the publishing of this good news, and shall 
endeavor to substantiate the same, af^er presenting them to your 
view, which are as foUows;- first Faith, then Repentance, Baptism 
for the remission of Sins, the laying on of the hands, for the gift 
of the Holy Ghost, the Resurrection and Eternal Judgment, &c. 

Now read in Mark xvi. 16 ; here we find Jesus requiring belief 
or faith, the first thing; now then what was their faith to be cen- 
tered in ? Why in him* who- they were to preach ; viz, Jesus. Who 
was he ? That same Jiesus who gave the commission and of whom 
Isaiah spake, who came- in the character as declared by the prophet 
unto us a child is born,, a son given, &c. He was to be a man of 
sorrows, acquainted with grief, to be led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before his shearers was he dumb, so he 
opened not his mouth ; he fulfilled this character, and after fuU 
filling it, came upon the earth and told them all power was given 
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to him in heaven, and on* earth, ^ ye therefore, &c. Now 
thesi, after be had sufiered, what was the glad or good nows ? 
Why Jesufi ai^d the resurrectiou waa preached. Who were thi^y 
to bare faith in? Jesus ia the anawer. While thi^ Jesua waa 
being preached by the apostle, on the day of Pentecost, and sin- 
ners were pricked at the heart, and believed in this Jesus, being 
niade both Lord and Christ. They cried out what shall we do to 
be 9ayed ? What said the apostle. Repent and be baptized, every 
pne of you, for the remission of your sins, and ye shall receive 
the gifl of the Holy Ghost, A<^ ii. 38 Quite contrary to the idea 
of receiving forgiveness at an anxious seat. Some contend that, 
because it meant good news, that there was no principle unfolded, 
but a mere declaration, that Jesus was the saviour, and he had 
risen. Now provided that men believed in Jesus,, and also, that he 
had risen. What was the thing that delivered them from the 
condemnation that was resting upon them, and made them cry 
out what should they do to be saved. If Peter had known no 
better than the priests of the present day who keep them on 
probation for months and could not have instructed them, their 
situation would have been deplorable; but what said Peter, repent 
and be baptized every one of you, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. Now then what said Jesus, he that belie veth 
and is baptized, shall be saved, and he that believeth not, shall be 
danuied ; the savior told them to preach faith first. 

Peter testifying of Jesus, seeing their faith in his testimony, 
refers them to the second and third principles, with a proipise of 
fourthly receiving the Holy Ghost, if they obeyed what ? What 
Jesus sent them to preach ; viz. the go^el terms, or repentance 
and remission of sins in his name ; ot in other words, his good news 
which he commanded to be published to all the world beginning at 
Jerusalem.. Here then we find that they having believed this 
Jesus, God had made both Lord and Christ ; cried out to his ser- 
vants, to know what they should do. Had they objected, would 
they have received a remission of sins, or would they have re- 
ceived the gift of the Holy Ghost ? Then it was obtained through 
obedience to his word. Has he made a revelation that he would 
grant forgiveness, or bestow the spirit m any other way since ; 
Christendom says no more revelations ; and we say so too, not 
knowing of any to set aside that one he gave to his apostles, and 
believing he meant what he said to Nicodemus, when he told him 
he must be born again of the water. Nothing short of the body 
being immei^d would answer to that figure, taken in its most 

2* 
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extensive, or simple light. Again in 1. Peter iii. 20, 21, speaking 
of Noah's safety, he says the like figure, whereunto baptism doth ' 
now save us. Again he says it is not the putting away the filth 
of the flesh; sprinkling could not put away the filth of the flesh, 
(therefore no need of the comparison) but the answering of a good 
conscience. Peter says in another place, can any man forbid 
water, acts x. 47, as if by the witholdlng of this ordinance, the 
individual could not possess the kingdbm, though some have de- 
clared it a non-essential. And Peter was one who had power to 
bind on earth and it was bound in heaven ; again there are three 
that bear record on earth, and there are three that bear record in 
heaven ; now one oi these witnesses that bears record on the earth, 
is water, simple as ii seems to some. Again Acts xxii. 16; they 
are commanded to arise again,, and wash away their sins; Again, 
Matthew iii. 16, and Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
straightway out of the water. It would seem somewhat remark- 
able, that one possessed of the wisdom Jesus had, should go down 
into the water, to receive sprinkling ; it Tooks too unlike divine 
Intelligence, but when we take another view of the thing through 
the aid of divine truth. Rom. vi. 4, 5, Therefore we are buried 
with him by baptism, unto death ; verse 5, for if we have been 
planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be alSso in 
the likeness of his resurrection. In the first place, I cannot with 
the least semblance of candor, assert how sprinkling will bury a 
a person at all, neither can I discover the figure of a tomb, bur in 
being buried in the water; were we not immmediatel'y raised from 
the element in which he says we are planted, it would not only be 
the likeness, but the reality of death itself. Again, this planting 
must be in the likeness of his death, now X would like to know 
how sprinkling, or pouring, could put the believer in the likeness 
of an entombed savior ? To scan the wisdom of God in all hia 
works, is beyond the power of limited mortality ; but in contem- 
plating his designs, as far as we are assisted by his spirit, is a 
blessing which, often conferred upon the saint, causes his heart to 
rejoice. And in looking at this ordinance which is so often spoken 
of by the inspired apostles, as if to enforce a correct understanding 
upon the matter, I am struck with the beautiful* figure represented, 
in Ephesians v. 26, 27; speaking of the church, he says, " that he 
might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the 
word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not 
having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing, but that it should be 
holy and without blemish. Now there is nothing in sprinkling 
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that might represent a perfect cleansing, so that the thing spoken 
of was digested of ererj spot, and was without a blemish. 

Jf religion were only a eustom of man, it would not matter ; but 
if we realize there hangs our eternal ali, standing connected with 
the wisdom of heaven, how necessary for us to learn his ways, 
and be perfectly satisfied of making our peace, caMing and elec- 
tion sure ;.if he has declared by the mouth of his servant, through 
this ordinance our sins are remitted, it is vain to reason it good or 
right otherwise. 

The next thing is the gift of the Holy Ghost by the laying on 
of hands* To prove the same, read Acts viii. 14---18, where the 
apostles went to Samaria for that especial purpose. In reasoning 
upon this subject, the wisdom of man would naturally say, what 
power is there in one man's hands more than another's. Another 
will say, it is too simple, and cannot conceive it possible, to the 
law and to the testimony. Read Acts viri. 18, there was an indi- 
vidual who could realize the aposles had power, and that he had 
not, and would fain have purchased this power if he could have 
obtained it by money ; this at once shows there was virtue in one 
man more than another ; and, unless that power was conferred 
according to the will of God, or his own established order of things, 
no nwney could make any individual possessor of the same. In 
readmg of Israel's encounter with her enemies, we find the enemy 
gaining advantage until Moses lifted up his hands ; but, as soon as 
the hands of Moses were raised, the armies of Israel gain ad- 
vantage ; but, after a time, Moses hands become heavy, Bnd fall 
down, then Israel lost advantage ; this being seen clearly by the 
children of Israel, they supported his hands and Israel conquers. 
The ways of the Lord are past finding out, but when he tells us of 
a way, the only way for us is to observe and walk in it, for his 
small things swallow up all our wisdom. Again, read Acts xix. 
1 — 8 and yon will find Paul doubting the legality of certain ones 
baptism. He acknowledged John's baptism, and recorded his 
testimony to the people ; but, lest there should be some illegality, 
they were again baptized in the name of Jesus. What would some 
of our modem divines say about this second baptism ? Why say 
they it is two baptisnrs. Paul understood himself, he was not 
going to lay his hands upon any one, the legality of whose baptism 
was doubtful. They were evidently twice baptized, but if they 
were baptized twice, Paul only acknowledges the one that the 
promise of the Holy Ghost follows, which was the case here by 
laying his hand upon them, ** and the Holy Ghost came on them. 
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and they spake with tongues and prophecied,''Acts six. 6. It 
appears Paul was^ very anxious ahout the authorityy he appears to 
say nothing in reference to the times, but the right baptiain ; 
John's baptism would do, but lest it should not be John%a9 there 
was not ioha's testimony givea with it, they having never heard 
that there was any EbJy Ghost. Nothing shoct of has knowing 
heavea'&own way, and authority was- admlmstered, would satisfy 
this holy apostle. Not like the many teachers of the present day, 
sprinkling will do, poudng, immersing^ (Sec. and that 1^ a man, 
who does not prom-ise the Holy Ghost, and preach repentance, and 
baptism for the remission of sins. It matters not, either, whether 
he preaches the same fatth, if he has got the dead apostles com- 
mission, or has run away with only half of it, as some say the 
commission is for thenv, but they withhold that part which dedaxes 
these signs shall follow them that believe. And very wise they 
are for they know it is the very thing that will prove their theft of 
another man^s mission. 

But, probably some one might advance that the gentile Cor- 
nelius received the Holy Ghost prior to baptism, and not by the 
laying on of hands. To make our understanding elear upon this 
subject, it will be only right for us to weigh the thing in righteous- 
ness, and consider the situation of Peter and Cornelius ; in the 
first place, Cornelius was a devout man^ living as near to the Lord 
as he knew ; and was acknowledged of God, for his prayers and 
alms ascended u>p for a memorial before him ; but the Lord had 
not yet sent the gospel to the gentile nations, and consequently 
they had not the privilege of obeying the same ; but here was a, 
roan whose prayers and afms, God accepted, and was disposed to 
give him the blessings of the gospel by which Jesus said, men 
should be saved. Peter was a jew commissioned to declare this 
truth to all his brethren, and at the same time held it as a sin to 
keep company with one of any other nation ; and although in a 
vision he beheld God was no respecter of persons, and confessed 
this truth to Cornelius, yet there appears to be doubts resting on 
his mind until he had preached the word to Cornelius, and the 
Holy Ghost fell on all them who heard the word. They of the 
circumcision were astonished who came with him; but here Peter's 
mind was made up, says he, can any man forbid water seeing they 
have received the Holy Ghost as well as we, we cannot withpld 
the blessings of the Gospel for God hath now plainly shown n^. 
The gentile is accepted who works righteousness as well as Isra- 
el, here every difficulty and doubt was overcome. And for this 
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reason only, can I discover that the Lord gave them the Holy- 
Ghost prior to baptism, for John preached repentance and bap- 
tism first, promising the Holy Ghost ; Jesus preached repentance 
aad baptism ; Peter the same, and Paul also. And on account 
of convincing Peter of the will of God with regard to Cornelius 
as a gentile. I can only conceive for a moment this could occur 
only by way of bringing in the gentile nations to the complete 
satisfaction of the Jews, for says Peter, seeing they have re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost as well as we. In the next place, it would 
be well for us to examine as Christendom generally assert they 
receive the spirit similar to Cornelius, before baptism ; consid- 
ering the laying on of the hanos a mere nothing ; notwithstanding 
in every other instance under the gospel dispensation, this ordi- 
nance of Heaven was attended to ; does the gentile world or any 
other part of the world, Jewish, Christian, or Mahometan receive 
that spirit by which Cornelius and they who heard have power to 
epeak with tongues. Again, what is this spirit for? Jesus said 
John xiv. 26, it was a comforter. The Holy Ghost or the spirit 
of God, which God would send in his name, and it should teach 
them all things, and bring all things to their remembrance, 
whatsoever he had said unto them. Now if this is the spirit 
which men receive now, how is it, it teaches one man the things 
which Peter taught are not essentia^ and Peter it taught, they 
were essential, and were a great blessing. How is it, it teaches 
one man one way to get to Heaven, and another, there are manv 
ways; but all will arrive safe at last. The savior and apostle's 
taught there was but one way, and that way was straight and 
narrow. There was another way which was very broad, but led 
to death ; how they can get along the many ways, and they not 
become intercepted with this broad-way, is a matter I cannot 
clearly comprehend, with this spirit Jesus promised ; Paul said. 
Cor. xii. to one is given wisdom, another knowledge, another 
faith, another healing, another miracles, another prophecy, anoth- 
er discering of spirits, another divers kinds of tongues, anoth- 
er the interpretation of tongues. But all these work one and the 
selfsame spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will. And 
then a little farthei^ on m the same chapter, he says by one spirit 
we are ali baptised i^nlo one body whether we be Jews or Gen- 
tiles, whether we be bond o^free, a-nd have been all made to drink 
into one spirit. The first gift is wifsdom, can it be wise for me 
to say with that light which is given me from the great fountain 
of all intelligence, that God was conveying light by Paul^ which 
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was exactly correct, then, Imt now must be exactly reversedi 
The present teaching of men is, by one spirit we are baptized \^ 
into many bodies, yet the one spirit just the reverse by Pauly b| 
one spirit we are all baptized into one body, let us ha?e been I '( 
what we might before ; and he says we are made to drink into | \ 
one spirit, and that spirit gave those gifts, and worked with tbt 
believer, and divided to every man severally as he the spirit will, 
But the spirit that is in the many bodies personates the one whtcii 
testifies to these truths, and declares they are done away and no 
longer needed, and its all imposition and. lies to say that Ui6 
spirit of the Lord works in this way now. 

Then, of course the spirit Paul preached with cannot be the 
spirit of the many bodies ; for Paul says, Ephesians iv. 11-— 16 
" he gave some apostles, and some Prophets, aud some Evan? 
gelists, and some pastors and teachers for the perfecting of the 
saints for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ, till we all come in the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the son of God, unto the measure of the statute of 
the fulness of Christ, that we henceforth be no more children^ 
tosse dto and fro with every wind of doctrine by the sleig/ht of 
men, and cunning craftiness whereby they lay in wait to deceive^ 
Now this spirit of the many bodies professes to be very consistent; 
and acknowledges Paul and the other apostles, an4 allows they 
were the apostles spoken of, and there was to be no other. But 
what says Paul in reference to these gifts ? He compares the 
church to a human body perfect in all its members ; and these 
gifts he compares to the members, and signifies if the body were 
deficient of its members, it would be like the church deficient of 
its gifts : imperfect of course, and then if dispossessed of all its 
members, he asks where is the body, or the church ; and he then 
goes on to say that they cannot do without each other, (the mem^ 
bers,) but if they were only deficient of on.e member there would 
be a schism. How is it then Paul, with these many bodies de* 
ficient of all the gifts. Paul thy testimony condemns them all; 
2 Timothy, iii. 5, Having a form, of Godliness but denying the 
power thereof, from such turn away. Thou hast told us the form 
and also the power. It is by my spirit saith the Lord, it is bj 
this we receive the gifts, it is by this the gospel is declared, faith 
is preached, that faith once delivered ^to the saints, which Paul 
recording, declares it comes by hearing ; and he says it is- the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
Truth bears at once evidence to the senses, no imposter caa 
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cbBcIare t&e signs will follow, and at the same time cause God to ae-' 
knowledge his word. This is declared by God's servant in the name of 
Jesns. The honest man is at once satisfied, if Jesus were not the Sayior 
€^oid 'Would not grant this in his name, through obedience to his dictates ; 
he «ees the consistency, acknowledges the truth, proves the things, and 
obtains the blessing ; looking forward for this faith to grow like the mns- 
tard seed ; expecting, by being faithful the holy spirit will take its abode 
in his earthly temple. He is satisfied of the joy and peace, of the power 
that follows Godliness, and he goes on his way re^joicing in the truth, 
which has made him free, believing in all things which are consistent, 
that there is only one Lord, unchangeable and eternal in his nature, his 
plan one, his own perfect wisdom and power, one faith which is given 
by him, to all who repose in him, looking to him as the author and fin- 
isher of the' same, perfecting us with knowledge, enduing us with power, 
fiving ns truth to stand upon, firm as the pillars of heaven, enlightening 
is mind to a developement of his glorious character, that we cannot be 
shaken by the cunning crafliness of man. 

Though giving us apostles prophets &c. enabling us to realize there 
can only be one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one perfect salva- 
tion. It will be seen by the reader, a very different Lord is worshipped 
by some, to them who devised in the council of heaven, man's salvation 
by the gospel ; by the many professing to teach the gospel, taking the 
scripture for our guide, it will be also seen, that fai^, repentance and 
baptism is set forth in one order by all good servants, and that a very 
different spirit is obtamed by obedience to the many ways. They have 
a form, but where is the power ? It can only follow the true gospel, and 
that through authority. Now then, friend, I am compelled to acknowl- 
edge that the Lord has again commissioned man, the ancient form is 
established, the signs follow, and providing this form was rtdt again 
established, would it not be a mercy if God would speak from the hea- 
vens. It is consistent with his character ; he spake to Noah for the 
antedeluvian's salvatioli, to Moses for the Israelites, to -Lot fi:>r Sodom, 
to Jonah for Nineveh, and inasmuch as he cannot acknowledge any but 
his own to save men, if they have not got it, he constantly will have lo 
bestow it, to do as formedy. John saW the time when an angel would 
agaih make its appearance with the gospel. It was prea^^d then, 
consequently t could not allude to that time, for the hour of his judg- 
ment was to be at hand, which was not the case then. Again, if he 
should make a revelation, unto whom should he make it, seeing the 
Christian world have no faith in any, and judgment is at hand according 
to his word ; he wiH be x;ompelled to raise up a man, if he Will be as 
merciful to us, as other devoted generations. Now Josph Smith de- 
clares he is the man ; well why not Joseph Smith ? The Lord says, he 
will take the weak ihitsgs and the base tbitigs of the earth, &c. and I 
cannot ^ndt)lit there is any way to know b\Jt by doing Godi's will, which 
Joseph Smith professes to defclare, and then if it is so, God has declared 
he will inform tits himself; we have his word for it As it will be per- 
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fectly plain to all acquainted with any or all of the various creeds ex- 
tant in Christendom, and how little they agree with the testimony of 
Jesus and his apostles. 

I have not deemed it wisdom to enter into a lonof detail of prophecies 
to prove the apostacy or falling away, which is clearly set forth in tht 
scriptures, but have merely given sufficient to show the consistency di 
the Lord again speaking from the heavens, masmnch as he has declared 
so many things to which all mankind are asleep. For instance, he has 
said he would come to his Temple, that JerQsalem should be built up. 
The law goes forth from Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusar 
lem. He is also to receive a bride who will have made herself ready; 
if the church be the bride, as many declare, [f viewed properly by Che 
doctrine of the many creeds, she must certainly be a very corrupt wo- 
man, for she will take every man's word before her lawful husband, and 
then declare his word is done away*. Again, if no Temple is built, 
where shall the Lord come. Again, who will tell his mind about Jeru- 
salem ; the book itself cannot speak, and priests will not tell us what it 
says, but deny its sayings. Again, where will the Lord establish Zioa 
in the last days, as spoken of in the Psalms, with her bulwarks, towers, 
and palaces. Now my opinion is he has told Joseph Smith, and he haf 
unfolded the story, and my advice is, with sincerity, obey tie Truth he 
has declared as Written herein, and be saved thereby. And the Lord 
bless you. Amen. 

Tnith, tieaven's rule ; n6 compass, dqoitre or line, 
A flaw, a frailty or aii ill aesign, 
C.an bring to view like plans or Uioushts of men, 
Whose perfect Icnowleage handles folly's pen. 

I iialre never, in one instance, found a newspaper or periodical with 
the doctrine we believe in, set forth to show any c^ our inconsistencies, 
which we support by the sacred volume. I have been to London, to 
Birmingham and its adjacent principal towns, to Manchester, and also 
to Liverpool, atid declared the gospel as we understand it; but the only 
thing levelled against us by al! classes is scandal, aiid not truth ; the 
secret stab and not the open, honorable foe. 

In England the work is progressing rapidly. Since the yearly eoth 
ference prior to the last, held upon the 6th of April, in the Hall of Sci- 
ence, Manchester, there is an addition of 1,910 members, the whole 
number being 9,635; 10 High Priests, 390 Elders, 615 Priests, ^11 
Teachers, and 164 Deacons. Although there are many opposere, it 
seems the Lord has a people to bring oot of that country. Every Coa- 
ference has been more and more interesting, and the last especially Was 
calculated to inspire every one of the officers present with renewed 
zeal to go forward and labor in the great and glorious cause, which 
commenced in the message of the Holy Angel, unfolding Heaven's will 
to man to one of humble birth, revealing the glorious truths of the ever- 
lasting gospel, and commissioning men to go forth with the same to 
enlighten the heman mind, overthrow error and superstitioii, and intro- 
duce the benighted sons of men into the family of Heaven^ 
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